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Schedule of Events

• The importance of rhyme

• How is the Science of 

Reading Method (SOR) 

involved?

• The rhyming problem

• Solutions

o Books & activities 

&  library services

• Questions?



Why Rhyme?

• Phonological & phonemic awareness

• Vocabulary skills

• Build upon outside knowledge/make 

real-world connections

• Want to introduce a new language?



What About Nursery Rhymes?

• Bonding experiences

• Memorization & recall

• Incorporates physical 

movements

• Numeracy

• Vocabulary skills

• Articulation, enunciation, and 

modulation



How is SOR Involved?

• Reliance on phonological & phonemic 

awareness

o Phonics

o Letter awareness

• Enjoyment of materials

• Decodables



The Rhyming 
Problem

• Ready, Set, Kindergarten @ 

WCPL

• In the media/articles

• What are researchers 

saying?

o Laurie J. Harper and 

Wenonah Faye Gildon

o Screens/technology

• What are teachers saying?

• NR disclaimer



Solutions

• Books to support rhyming

• Activities in the classroom & 

in storytime

• Your library



Favorite Rhyming Books
(Class/group edition)



Favorite Rhyming Books Contd.
(Class/group edition)



Favorite Rhyming Books
(One-on-one edition)



Activities

• Turn books into songs!

o Can even incorporate 

instruments

• Matching activities

• Call and response games

o Call out "yam"

o I Spy

• Down time? Rhyme Time!

o Create your own rhymes 

centered on activities

o Sing/rhyme classics



Activities Contd.
• Rhyme detective

• Rhyming Baskets

• Rhyme bags to take home

• Have more rhyming games available

• Incorporate 

international/bilingual rhymes

• Nursery rhyme scavenger hunts

• Ask questions in storytime!



Your Library!

• Booklists

• Teacher Collections

• Traveling storytimes/library visits

• Collections

• Ask a librarian!



Questions?

For more information:

Jamie Garcia

jgarcia@wclibrary.info

mailto:jgarcia@wclibrary.info


References

• Rhyme Information/Research

o filedownload.ashx (noblesvilleschools.org) (Excellent handout about importance of rhyming)

o The importance of nursery rhymes in early childhood | PACEY

o Yes, Nursery Rhymes Are Still Relevant! – Plant the Seed of Learning

o Bye bye black sheep: are nursery rhymes dying out? | Early years education | The Guardian

o Why Nursery Rhymes and Poems Still Matter | The Book Basket Company (bookbaskets.com.au)

o Nursery rhymes, phonological skills and reading - PubMed (nih.gov)

https://www.noblesvilleschools.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4380&dataid=4576&FileName=2%20Rhymers%20are%20Readers-Why%20Important.pdf
https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-and-views/pacey-blog/2019/october-2019/the-importance-of-nursery-rhymes-in-early-childhoo/
https://planttheseedoflearning.org/yes-nursery-rhymes-are-still-relevant/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/mortarboard/2007/jul/09/byebyeblacksheeparenurser2
https://www.bookbaskets.com.au/blog/why-nursery-rhymes-and-poems-still-matter/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/2760133/


References Contd.

• Why reading nursery rhymes and singing to babies may help them to learn language | 

University of Cambridge

• digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4087&context=doctoral

• EJ1097164.pdf (ed.gov)

• Nursery Rhymes: Not Just for Babies! | Reading Rockets (excellent website with more 

activities)

• Module: Having Fun with Phonemic Awareness: Resources for Early Learning

https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/why-reading-nursery-rhymes-and-singing-to-babies-may-help-them-to-learn-language
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/why-reading-nursery-rhymes-and-singing-to-babies-may-help-them-to-learn-language
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4087&context=doctoral
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1097164.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/activities/articles/nursery-rhymes-not-just-babies
http://resourcesforearlylearning.org/educators/module/20/28/136/


References Contd.

• Science of Reading

• Why more U.S. schools are embracing a new ‘science of reading’ | PBS NewsHour

• Science of Reading | Ohio Ready to Read (ohreadytoread.org)

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/why-more-u-s-schools-are-embracing-a-new-science-of-reading
https://www.ohreadytoread.org/science-of-reading
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